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Eastern Michigan University is a doctoral-granting state university located in Ypsilanti. The 
Princeton Review has called Eastern “one of the best colleges in the Midwest, especially for being 
a great value.” This is Eastern’s 12th consecutive year receiving the honor. EMU has led the state of 
Michigan in tuition restraint the past 4 years, and was the only public university in Michigan to 
freeze tuition during the academic year of 2010-2011, a move that was recognized nationally.

Founded in 1849 as Michigan State Normal School, the school was renamed Michigan State 
Normal College in 1899, Eastern Michigan College in 1956, and Eastern Michigan University in 
1959. A constitutionally authorized, governor-appointed Board of Regents has governed Eastern 
Michigan University since January 1, 1963.

Mission
Eastern Michigan University is committed to excellence in teaching, the extension of knowledge 

through basic and applied research, and creative and artistic expression. Building on a proud tradi-
tion of national leadership in the preparation of teachers, we maximize educational opportunities 
and personal and professional growth for students from diverse backgrounds through an array 
of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs. We provide a student-focused learning environment 
that positively affects the lives of students and the community. Our commitment extends to the wider 
community through service initiatives and partnerships, such as Spark East (for start-up businesses), 
VISION (Volunteers Incorporating Service Into Our Neighborhoods), and the Center for Entrepre-
neurship, which address local, national, and international opportunities and challenges.

Colleges
The university is comprised of the following colleges: Arts and Sciences, Business, Education, 

Health and Human Services, and Technology.

Eastern Michigan also offers a Graduate School, the Honors College, the Department of Inno-
vative and Extended Programs, the Centers for Corporate Training, the Jean Noble Parsons Center 
for Art and Science, and the Eagle Crest Resort and Conference Center.

Undergraduate Programs
Eastern Michigan offers a wide variety of undergraduate programs through its Colleges of 

Arts and Sciences, Business, Education, Health and Human Services, and Technology.

The College of Arts and Sciences plays a key role, along with the College of Education, in a unique 
national fellowship program that prepares teachers in science, technology, engineering and math. 
President Barack Obama has called this fellowship, “A model effort to inspire students to excel in 
math and science.” The college’s diverse departments are natural sciences and mathematics; fine 
performing arts; social sciences; and humanities. Undergraduate programs include African American 
studies; art; biology; chemistry; communication, media and theatre arts; computer science; eco nomics; 
English language and literature; entertainment design and technology; geography and geology; history 
and philosophy; Jewish studies; mathematics; music and dance; physics and astronomy; political 
science; psychology; sociology, anthropology and criminology; women’s and gender studies; world 
languages; and gerontology.

The College of Business was named one of the nation’s outstanding business schools by The 
Princeton Review for the tenth consecutive year. The college offers an innovative, cutting-edge 
curriculum that equips today’s students for tomorrow’s business environment. Many of the programs 
have an international component, reflective of our global economy.

Undergraduate programs include accounting; accounting information systems; economics; entre-
preneurship; finance; general business; international business; management; marketing; supply chain 
management; and two combined bachelor’s and master’s degree programs that can be completed 
in 150 credit hours: a bachelor’s in business administration (accounting) and a master of science 
(accounting) or a bachelor’s in business administration (accounting information systems) and a 
master of science (accounting).

The College of Education is known for its 165-year history of preparing educators. The college 
prepares educators in elementary education; special education; and in many diverse subject areas 
at the secondary level. Its teacher preparation programs are consistently rated as exemplary by the 
Michigan Department of Education.

Teaching programs include early childhood education; elementary education; reading; secondary 
education (including mathematics, science, English language arts, social studies, world languages, 
music, visual arts, and physical education); cognitive impairment; emotional impairment; hearing 
impairment; physical and other health impairments; speech and language impairment; and visual 
impairment.
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The college also prepares educational leaders, counselors and other school professionals to 
serve the needs of K-12 students, their families and their communities.

The educator preparation programs have a long history and ongoing commitment to excellence 
in education. For example, EMU has more nationally accredited/recognized education programs 
than any other institution in Michigan. EMU’s educator preparation programs have been continuously 
accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) since the 
organization’s inception in 1954.

Post Baccalaureate Teacher Certification
Post baccalaureate study is offered in music therapy and in teacher preparation in health educa-

tion for grades 6-12. Post baccalaureate study is also offered at both the elementary and secondary 
levels for persons with a bachelor’s degree. Students can pursue regular elementary or secondary 
certification through a post-baccalaureate certification-only route, or if they choose special education, 
can complete part of a master’s degree en route to initial teacher certification.

Eastern Michigan is one of 6 Michigan public universities chosen to participate in the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship program. This innovative preparation 
program offers a $30,000 Fellowship to cohorts of 15 recent college graduates and career changers 
who have mathematics and/or science backgrounds and show promise as future teachers. The 
fellowship offers disciplinary and pedagogical preparation, clinical experience and mentoring. As 
part of their commitment to ensuring the success of students in high-need Michigan secondary 
schools, fellows teach for at least 3 years in urban or rural Michigan school districts.

The College of Health and Human Services seeks to partner with communities to prepare caring 
and competent professionals, generate knowledge, and advocate for social justice in order to enhance 
quality of life, health, and well being. The college is noted for its comprehensive undergraduate 
programs, ranging from nursing, occupational therapy, and dietetics to exercise science. Faculty 
members are involved in such innovative programs as researching the latest in orthotics and 
prosthetics; improving services for mental health; the Healthy Asian American Project for breast 
cancer awareness among immigrants; and effective ways of helping children and youth cope with 
trauma and loss.

Majors include athletic training; dietetics; exercise science; health administration; medical labora-
tory science; occupational therapy (combined bachelor’s — master’s degree); physical education; 
sports management; therapeutic recreation; nursing — bachelor of science (BSN); an RN-BSN com-
pletion program; and social work.

The College of Technology prepares students for today’s hottest careers, offering degrees that 
put students at the forefront of today’s technological advances. Programs offer the combination 
of science, engineering, business, design and other knowledge, along with technical hands-on skills. 
Programs include science and engineering technology; design; communication technology; computer 
technology; management and technology education; and military science.

Specialty programs include apparel, textiles and merchandising; applied technology; aviation 
flight/management technology; hotel and restaurant management; information assurance; indus-
trial distribution; legal assistant; simulation animation and gaming; technology management; and 
poly mers and coatings technology. This college houses the Center for Product Research and Devel-
opment; the Center for Regional and National Security; the Coatings and Research Institute; and the 
Textile Research and Training Institute.

Graduate Programs
The College of Arts and Sciences offers the following master’s programs: art; biology; chemistry; 

communication, media and theatre arts; computer science; economics; English language and litera-
ture; geography and geology; historic preservation; history; mathematics; music; physics; psychology; 
public administration; sociology; criminology; women’s and gender studies; and world languages.

Graduate certificates: African American studies; artificial intelligence; medical economics; language 
technology; teaching of writing; technical communications; geographic information systems for edu-
cators; geographic information systems for professionals; historic preservation; water resources; 
general public management; local government management; management of public healthcare 
services; nonprofit management; public budget management; public land planning and development 
management; public personnel management; public policy analysis; women’s and gender studies; 
Hispanic language and cultures; German for business practices; Japanese business practices; Japanese 
language teaching; gerontology; dementia; and teaching English to speakers of other languages.



Michigan Manual 2015 -2016 Chapter VII – INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION • 451

The College of Business offers a master’s degree in accounting; accounting 150-hour program 
(combined bachelor’s — master’s); accounting information systems 150-hour program (combined 
bachelor’s — master’s); human resource and organizational development; computer information 
systems; integrated marketing communications (online); and a master of business administration 
with 9 program specializations.

Graduate certificates: business administration; computer information systems; E-business; entre-
preneurship; finance; human resource management; information technology governance; international 
business; management; marketing management; organizational development; strategic quality man-
agement; supply chain management.

The College of Education offers master’s degrees in speech pathology; counseling (community, 
school, and college); curriculum and instruction (elementary, middle level, secondary, and urban/ 
diversity education); early childhood education; educational media and technology; educational 
psychology; reading; social foundations of education; autism spectrum disorders; cognitive impair-
ment; emotional impairment; hearing impairment; learning disabilities; physical and other health 
impairments; speech and language impairment; visual impairment; educational leadership (K-12, 
higher education — administration, and higher education — student affairs).

Graduate certificates: academic advising; helping interventions in a multicultural society; commu-
nity college leadership; educational assessment; educational media and technology; post-secondary 
planning specialist; and urban/diversity education.

Post-master’s certificates: school counselor licensure; K-12 basic administration; and central office/ 
superintendent endorsement.

Specialist’s degrees: educational leadership; special education — special education administration 
or curriculum development.

The College of Health and Human Services offers master’s degrees in clinical research administra-
tion; health administration; health education; orthotics and prosthetics; physical education pedagogy; 
physical education: interdisciplinary adapted education; sports management; exercise physiology; 
occupational therapy; occupational therapy (combined bachelor’s — master’s degree); human nutrition; 
dietetics; nursing; and social work.

Graduate certificates: orthotics and prosthetics; clinical research administration; health admin-
istration; teaching in health care systems; community building; quality improvement in health care; 
and health informatics.

The College of Technology’s master’s programs include apparel, textiles and merchandising; 
computer-aided engineering; construction management; engineering management; hotel and restau-
rant management; interior design; polymers and coatings; quality management. The technology 
studies program has concentration in technology management; information assurance; public safety 
and emergency management; and career technical workforce education.

Graduate certificates: digital investigations; hotel and restaurant management; information assur-
ance; network security; coatings technology; construction or sustainable construction; and quality.

Doctoral Programs
Eastern Michigan University offers a Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in educational leadership; a 

Ph.D. in clinical psychology; a Ph.D. in technology; and a Ph.D. in educational studies with con-
centrations in urban education or nursing education.

Location
Eastern Michigan University is located in the city of Ypsilanti, in southeastern Michigan. The 

campus comprises more than 800 acres, which includes the College of Business (in downtown 
Ypsilanti), the Eagle Crest Resort and Conference Center (with an 18-hole championship golf course); 
the Kresge Environmental Education Center near Lapeer, and the Jean Noble Parsons Center for 
the Study of Art and Science near Traverse City and Interlochen.

Eastern opened an 181,000-square-foot student center in 2006, and completed a $42-million 
renovation of its Pray-Harrold classroom building, the largest classroom building on campus, in 2011. 
The new Science Complex addition and renovations, which were completed in 2011 and 2012 respec-
tively, help meet the critical need for teachers in science, technology, engineering and math. The 
$90-million renovation and expansion project was the largest single construction project in the 
university’s history. Among its additions is a planetarium that is open to faculty, students and the 
community.
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Housing
More than 4,000 students live in Eastern’s residence halls and apartments. Residence halls also 

are used in the summer months to host conference guests and youth camps as well as students 
enrolled in the summer semester.

Department of Innovative and Extended Programs
Eastern Michigan University’s Department of Innovative and Extended Programs offers degrees, 

programs, and credit and noncredit courses at 9 sites throughout Michigan. The sites are located 
in: Brighton, Detroit, Jackson, Livonia, Monroe, Up North (Traverse City), Kresge Environmental 
Center near Lapeer, Jean Noble Parsons Center for the Study of Art and Science, near Traverse 
City and Interlochen, and Washtenaw County (main campus and surrounding area).

Delivery methods include off-campus sites, on-campus weekend courses, and online courses. 
Educational programs are also offered through academic and nonacademic conferences, lecture 
series, and training and certification programs.

Credit Enrollment (fall head count) 2012 2013 2014
   23,547 23,477 22,430


